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This book is an endeavour – on the occasion of the 23rd 
International (World) Congress of Byzantologists in 
Belgrade on August 22nd – 27th, 2016 to offer a compre-
hensive, analytic, and synthetic overview of Byzantium’s 
influence on Serbian culture of the medieval period, 
and of the times that followed it. It deals not only with 
the Byzantine models for their own sake, but also with 
their creative adaptation to Serbian needs – the basic 
idea being to present the true results of the union of 
adopted Byzantine and indigenous Serbian traditions, 
and the cultural influences of the West.
As much as this topic is familiar to connoisseurs of his-
tory, the importance of the occasion demanded that it 
be fully researched in an unprecedented manner, with 
scholars of all generations taking part. A large team of 
researchers responded to the challenge of accomplishing 
such a goal. It is our singular pleasure to observe that 
not one of the crucial themes has remained untouched.
Unfortunately, a set of circumstances has arisen, pre-
venting the initial idea of the Congress organisers from 
setting up exhibitions that would visually and materially 
support this collection of papers.
It is therefore essential that all the papers presented 
herein be as relevant and as complete in content, as 
lively in expression, and as persuasive in argument, as 
possible. If this collection has attained such excellence, 
the praise goes to its numerous authors of all speciali-
ties, as well as to its editors – both groups having jointly 
invested an enormous effort and knowledge to bring 




The reception of the Byzantine legacy in European cul-
ture from early times through to the contemporary pe-
riod is a phenomenon of great complexity and multiple 
connotations if only for the fact that the very term Byz-
antinism carries different meanings depending on differ-
ent historical perspectives and ideological standpoints. 
Millennium-long Byzantine civilisation has bequeathed 
the world a legacy that transcends centuries and nations 
– a distinctive spirituality, a living liturgical and monastic 
tradition, and art works of timeless beauty.
This legacy has a particular importance and meaning in 
the regions or countries that used to be part of the Byz-
antine commonwealth. A sense of belonging to its civili-
sation and of spiritual kinship with it has been strongly 
present in Serbia as well, finding its point of support in 
the Orthodox faith and the distinctive worldview that 
proceeds from it, in historical memory, and in myths that 
have, over time, become part of common consciousness. 
It has also been inspired by the fact that the Byzantine 
legacy has profoundly permeated the everyday surround-
ings and life of the Serbs – through liturgical worship and 
music, architecture, and painting; and it has always been 
maintained and strengthened by the presence of authen-
tic medieval monuments that form an integral part of 
the local cultural landscape. To the Serbs, therefore, the 
Byzantine legacy is not merely a living tradition, it is per-
ceived as the backbone of their identity and as something 
of a ‘national patrimony’.
Historically, however, Serbian attitudes towards the cul-
tural legacy of the Byzantine Empire have not been un-
equivocal and linear. Although essentially keeping an 
upward course, they have always remained very com-
plex and subject to change. Their nature and dynamics 
through the centuries have been determined by a num-
ber of factors, most of all by powerful influences of other 
cultural patterns, West European in particular, but also 
by the Serbs’ marked tendency to make use of the me-
dium of art in building and asserting their individuality 
both as a people and in ecclesiastical and state terms. The 
main purpose of this three-volume publication therefore 
is to present the creative interactions of Serbian art with 
the Byzantine cultural legacy in the historical and phe-
nomenal framework of its development over more than 
twelve centuries. We believe that such a broad historical-
phenomenological approach is the only meaningful one. 
Only such an approach can hope to lead us to truly un-
derstanding the paths, dynamics, nature and outcomes of 
those interactions, without failing to provide an at least 
summary reconstruction of the geopolitical circumstanc-
es in which that cultural exchange was taking place and 
which also involved West-European and Ottoman civili-
sations. Understandably, the desired breadth of approach 
could not be achieved without the participation of many 
prominent experts specialising in different periods and 
aspects of Serbian art, who readily agreed to join this 
complex and challenging cooperative effort. They based 
their contributions on the current state of understanding 
of the defined research problems. The result is a com-
posite publication which may be read both as a history 
of Serbian art in the key of one of its pivotal phenomena 
and as a manual which, perused with ample further read-
ing listed, elucidates a number of more narrowly defined 
topics. The reason for dividing it into three volumes has 
been the sheer span of time involved and the highly di-
versified nature of the subject matter.
Volume I is presenting the material cultural heritage 
based on the archaeological record and against the back-
ground of political ideology, military and ecclesiastical 
organisation, and economic activity. The complex pro-
cesses of getting Byzantine “models” in medieval Serbia 
are viewed in the light of representative archaeological 
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sites of various types – fortresses, settlements, monas-
tic complexes – of trade flows and practices, and of the 
artisanal and craft production processes. The reception 
of Byzantine patterns, which directly depended on the 
nature and dynamics of Byzantine-Serbian relations in 
different periods, played a very important role, but it did 
not act as an obstacle to stylistic influences of Central-
European Romanesque and Gothic art or of the subse-
quent Islamic tradition of Asia Minor.
Constant exposure to impulses from various cultural 
spheres – predominantly Byzantine but also West Euro-
pean, mainly Roman Catholic – resulting from frequent 
change of state territory and political status, determined 
the character of Serbian religious art in its glorious me-
dieval period, which is the focus of Volume II. During 
the middle ages, the Serbs established an autochthonous 
ideological vertical that made it possible for them to 
draw from traditions of different civilisations in build-
ing their own identity. At the core of that ideology were 
the concepts of the holy dynasty and the holiness of the 
national church, which received their very learned and 
thorough elaboration in literature and the visual arts. 
The defining features of medieval Serbian religious art 
did not amount to stylistic and typological borrowings, 
mainly from Byzantium, but rather, they stemmed from 
this carefully built ideological foundation, resulting in 
outstanding monuments which constitute a unique and 
distinct phenomenon in medieval European culture. The 
resilience and creative power of this tradition are com-
pellingly demonstrated by the art and literature which, 
founded on medieval tenets, were cultivated under the 
auspices of the restored Patriarchate of Peć in the period 
of Ottoman rule.
A fundamentally different living environment in the 
modern period and the adoption of different cultural 
models decisively influenced the attitude towards the 
Byzantine legacy. The complex question of its recogni-
tion, reception and interpretation in the period from the 
18th century to the present day is the focus of Volume III. 
The manifestations and functions of the Byzantine artistic 
pattern during that time varied greatly from period to 
period. In the 18th century the awareness of the Byzan-
tine legacy all but vanished, becoming submerged in the 
idea of the Serbian middle ages as a factor of relevance 
to the political status of the Serbs. Continuity with the 
epoch perceived as the golden age of national history was 
therefore purposely emphasised. The interpretation and 
uses of the medieval tradition were in the service of state-
building ideas and a national programme at the time of 
the creation of the modern Serbian state in the 19th cen-
tury as well. Within the dominant culture of historicism, 
the rediscovered Byzantine legacy came to be identified 
with the Serbian medieval heritage. This constructed tra-
dition lost little of its currency even in the early decades 
of the 20th century. A programmatic expression of this 
tendency was the codification of the ‘national’, Serbo-
Byzantine style, developed through the medium of a new 
artistic ideology and language. The modernist artistic in-
terpretation of the middle ages in the second half of the 
20th century involved very interesting explorations of the 
relationship between ‘new’ and ‘old’ art. A particularly 
creative contribution to the interpretation of the Byzan-
tine artistic idiom was made by postmodernism. Devis-
ing a number of methodological matrices and structural 
solutions mostly based on intertextuality, quotation and 
appropriation, postmodernism, imagining the middle 
ages, succeeded in producing a new artistic reality, and a 
new and original artistic identity.
The 23rd International Congress of Byzantine Studies, which 
has occasioned this three-volume publication, presents a 
worthy opportunity to remember how significant Byz-
antine civilisation has been for the Serbs, most notably 
for their spirituality and art. We hope that thanks to the 
contributions in all three volumes, this significance will 
be presented more comprehensively and explained more 
clearly than before, and that we shall thus repay at least 
some of our ‘debt to Byzantium’. We also believe that they 
will help shed more light on the long-standing striving of 
the Serbs not to be passive users of the achievements of 
great civilisations, but rather to produce, inspired both 
by Byzantine and by Western cultural models, a largely 
new art, an art expressive of their own being and of the 











The vast strategic importance of the area where the 
Great Morava River empties into the Danube was rec-
ognised by the Romans within the first decades of their 
arrival at the Danube’s Balkan banks. It was in the 1st 
century BC that they erected the city of Margum on 
the right bank of the Great Morava, near the conflu-
ence. But the importance of this city was far surpassed 
by another one, built a little farther eastward, on the 
right bank of the Mlava River, near the point where it 
joins the Danube. This was Viminacium, the capital of 
the province of Moesia Superior and one of the most 
significant cities of the Roman Empire, and an eccle-
siastical metropolitanate from the 4th century. How-
ever, in 441, the Huns, led by Attila, razed both cities. 
Full Roman control over this section of the Danubian 
frontier was only re-asserted during the time of Em-
peror Justinian I. As part of his tremendous undertak-
ing to rebuild old cities and fortifications and build 
new ones, Emperor Justinian built a new Viminacium 
(Βιμινάκιον) on the opposite bank of the Mlava from 
the old one, as a small fortress, far from the glory and 
size of the old Viminacium. There is no trace of con-
struction work to rebuild Margum from that time, but 
it is certain that life resumed there as well.1
The restoration did not last long. Just a few decades 
later, at the very beginning of the 7th century, the Em-
pire’s Danubian frontier was breached. Along with Avar 
marauders, Slavic tribes overran the Balkan Peninsula 
and began to settle there, and the Roman state with-
drew to the far south. In the wake of these events, both 
Viminacium and Margum disappeared. Over the next 
two centuries, the cities and the broader area along the 
right bank of the Danube were mostly desolate and 
1 Поповић, Иванишевић, Град Браничево, 125–130; Иванише-
вић, Бугарски, Примена LiDAR технологије, 239–240.
uninhabited. Not until the mid-9th century did the sites 
of ancient Margum and Viminacium – the one built by 
Justinian – become the sites of the Slavic settlements of 
Morava and Braničevo, respectively.2 The inhabitants of 
the area were Slavic Moravians, who fell under Bulgar-
ian rule at the time.3 Thus the area where the Great 
Morava joins the Danube entered the political and cul-
tural orbit of the Bulgarian state, becoming tied to the 
latter’s fate in the following period.
The Christianisation of the Bulgarians in 864 was an 
event that restored the region to the confines of the Ro-
mano-Christian culture and history. From 870 to 880, 
when Bulgaria was an integral part of the Patriarchate 
of Constantinople, the Byzantine state and church car-
ried out a thorough organisation of the church there. 
A number of metropolitanates were founded in the 
territory of the Bulgarian state, and the seat of one of 
them was in the city of Morava. Its first metropolitan, 
‘Agathon of Morava’ (Ἀγαθὼν Μωράβων), is recorded 
among the metropolitans attending the so-called Pho-
tios’ Council in 879/880, but is also mentioned earlier, 
as an envoy of the Byzantine emperor Basil I to the 
East Frankish king Louis ‘the German’ in 873.4 Mak-
ing the city of Morava an ecclesiastical seat bespeaks 
the importance that the town had gained in the Bul-
garian state by that time. The fact that its primate held 
the rank of metropolitan shows that the influence of 
that ecclesiastical seat spread to the surrounding re-
gion, possibly even to the Bishopric of Belgrade, which 
2 Поповић, Иванишевић, Град Браничево, 166; Иванишевић, 
Бугарски, Примена LiDAR технологије, 240; Špehar, Srpsko 
Podunavlje, 335–360.
3 Пириватрић, Византијска тема Морава, 198–199; Komatina, 
The Slavs, 75–78.
4 Коматина П., Моравски епископ, 359–368; idem, Црквена поли-
тика, 250–251, 278, 281, 350–351.
military, administrative and religious strongholds on the danubian frontier: 
the example of morava and braniČevo
Predrag Komatina
1 0 3
was also established at that time. The see in Morava 
undoubtedly continued the tradition of the church of 
ancient Viminacium, even though it was located in the 
nearby Margum. When the Bulgarian Church obtained 
autocephaly in 880, the Metropolitanate of Morava be-
came part of it.5
The existence of an important ecclesiastical seat con-
tributed to the further development of the city of 
Morava and a greater influx of population in the late 
9th and during the 10th century.6 This was in all likeli-
hood one of the reasons why Byzantine emperor John 
I Tzimiskes, after destroying the Bulgarian Empire in 
971 and restoring the presence of the Roman state on 
the banks of the Danube for the first time since the 
early 7th century, chose the city of Morava to be one of 
the new administrative units of the Empire. Though no 
‘strategos of Morava’ is mentioned in the contemporary 
Escorial Taktikon, compiled between 971 and 975, the 
seal of Adralestos Diogenes, ‘protospatharios and strat-
egos of Morava’, the incumbent at that time, has been 
preserved.7 However, Byzantine authority in the region 
did not last long. After the death of Emperor John Tzi-
miskes in 976, there was a Bulgarian uprising led by 
the Kometopouloi brothers – Samuel, Moses, David 
and Aaron – who assumed control of the vast expanses 
of the former Bulgarian Empire in the following dec-
ade, spreading their rule to the banks of the Danube, 
that is, the region of Morava and Braničevo.8
Throughout all this time there was still no mention of 
the neighbouring town of Braničevo in the historical 
sources. However, when Samuel’s state was destroyed in 
1018 and Byzantine rule again stretched to the banks of 
the Danube, Emperor Basil II permitted the existence 
of the autocephalous Bulgarian Church, with its seat in 
Ohrid, and affirmed its rights by charters in 1019, 1020 
and 1020–1025. The first of these charters, the one of 
1019, lists among the bishops subordinate to the Arch-
bishopric of Ohrid ‘the bishop of Braničevo’ (ἐπίσκοπος 
Βρανίτζης), whose diocese encompassed several cities 
in the broad area on both sides of the Great Morava, 
including the city of ‘Moroviskon’ (Μορόβισκον), that 
5 Коматина П., Црквена политика, 344–352.
6 Иванишевић, Бугарски, Примена LiDAR технологије, 240.
7 Catalogue of Byzantine Seals, no. 36a, 195–196; Пириватрић, 
Византијска тема Морава, 173 sqq; Krsmanović, The Byzantine 
Province in Change, 135–136.
8 Пириватрић, Самуилова држава, 31–92.
is, Morava.9 Judging by this fact, the ecclesiastical seat 
was moved from the city of Morava to the neighbour-
ing city of Braničevo, while Morava remained just the 
seat of one of the parishes of the Bishopric of Braničevo. 
There is no information on when this happened or in 
what circumstances. Still, the tradition of Morava as 
the old episcopal seat survived into the next century. 
At the very end of the 11th century, the Archbishop of 
Ohrid Theophylaktos mentions an unnamed ‘bishop of 
Morava’ (ὁ Μορόβου) in one of his letters, stating that 
he was educated in Constantinople,10 while notitia no. 
13, from the late 11th or early 12th century, mentions the 
bishop of that same diocese as ‘the bishop of Morava or 
Braničevo’ (ὁ Μωράβου ἤτοι Βρανιτζόβης).11
Under Byzantine rule in the 11th and 12th centuries, the 
cities of Morava and Braničevo were considered part of 
Bulgaria, but the name was exclusively geographical and 
referred to the Byzantine territory under the jurisdic-
tion of the Archbishopric of Ohrid.12 Administratively 
speaking, after the end of the war against Samuel and 
his heirs in 1018/1019, cities on this part of the Dan-
ube bank were most probably organised as strategides, 
military strongholds of lower rank dependant on the 
katepano/doux of Bulgaria, whose headquarters were in 
Skopje.13 At a later time, however, there were significant 
changes in this respect. The military theme of Bulgaria 
ceased to function before the end of the 11th century; 
instead of it, several smaller administrative units are 
mentioned in the sources.14 In connection with the 
Hungarian-Byzantine war of 1071–1072, the Hungar-
ian sources mention a certain ‘dux Nycota (Nicota)’ as 
the Byzantine commander in Belgrade.15 According to 
the Crusader sources from the First Crusade of 1096, 
‘dux Nicheta, princeps Bulgarorum’, had under his ju-
risdiction the entire area between Belgrade and Niš.16 
Facing the danger of a Cuman invasion in 1114, one 
of the regions where Emperor Alexios I Komnenos 
9 Gelzer, Bistümerverzeichnisse der orientalischen Kirche II, 43; Но-
ваковић, Охридска архиепископија, 84–88.
10 Тheophylacti Achridensis Epistulae, epp. 18.20–23.
11 Notitiae EEC, 13.845.
12 Коматина П., Појам Бугарске, 41–56.
13 Krsmanović, The Byzantine Province in Change, 185–188, 200–201.
14 Литаврин, Болгария, 267–268, 272–273; Krsmanović, The 
Byzantine Province in Change, 186–187, n. 51–52; Коматина П., По-
јам Бугарске, 42–43.
15 Scriptores rerum hungaricarum I, 373–374.
16 Alberti Aquensis Historia Hierosolymitana, 274–279; Калић, По-




sent his troops was ‘the theme of Niš up to Braničevo 
on the Danube’ (εἰς τὸ θέμα τοῦ Νίσου μέχρι καὶ τῆς 
παριστρίας Βουρανιτζόβης).17 In the mid-12th centu-
ry, in 1153, Emperor Manuel I Komnenos appointed 
his cousin Andronikos Komnenos ‘doux of Niš and 
Braničevo’18 and ‘doux of Braničevo and Belgrade’.19 A 
charter that Emperor Alexios III Angelos issued to the 
Venetians at the very end of the 12th century, in 1198, 
mentions ‘the province of Niš and Braničevo’ (provincia 
Nisi et Vranisove, ἐπαρχία Νήσου καὶ Βρανιτζόβης).20 
Based on this information, one may conclude that, 
from the late 11th to the late 12th century, the area of 
Belgrade, Braničevo and Niš comprised a single admin-
istrative unit within the Byzantine Empire.21
Even though the removal of the church see from Mora-
va to Braničevo attests to the growing importance of 
the neighbouring city, the city of Morava retained its 
precedence over Braničevo in the 11th century in every 
aspect except that of ecclesiastical organisation. Thus, 
John Skylitzes, describing the beginning of the uprising 
of Peter Delyan in 1040, notes that, having fled Con-
stantinople, Delyan wandered through Bulgaria and 
arrived ‘at Morava and Belgrade – these are Pannon-
ian forts that lie on the opposite side of the Danube 
and neighbour the king of Turkey (= Hungary)’, where 
he announced that he was the son of Emperor Gabriel 
17 Annae Comnenae Alexias, XIV, 8.1.
18 Ioannis Cinnami Epitomae, 124, 126.
19 Nicetae Choniatae Historia, 101.
20 Urkunden zur älteren Handels I, 261, 268.
21 Калић-Mијушковић, Београд у средњем веку, 36–38 believes 
that this administrative unit was formed soon after the Hungarian-
Byzantine war of 1071–1072.
Radomir, born to the daughter of the Hungarian king, 
and grandson of Emperor Samuel. That is where the 
people made him ‘emperor of Bulgaria’ and thence he 
began to expand his authority towards Niš and Skopje.22 
Contemporary western writers, describing the pilgrim-
ages of West European nobles and prelates to Jerusalem 
in the 11th century, mention Morava, not Braničevo, as 
the first significant town in Bulgaria on the border with 
Hungary (…in civitate Marawa, que in confinio Unga-
rorum et Bulgarorum sita est…) along with Belgrade.23 
Both cities were certainly the target of foreigners in the 
frequent incursions of the Pechenegs across the Dan-
ube in the 11th century (1026, 1046) and during the 
Hungarian-Byzantine war of 1071–1072 and the great 
Slavic uprising of 1072, although there is no direct in-
formation on this.24 Only Nikephoros Bryennios, re-
counting trouble in the Empire and the Slavic rebellion 
of 1072, wrote that ‘Danubian cities, up to Vidin’25 were 
beleaguered too, and Morava and Braničevo must have 
been among them.
In the 12th century, circumstances were quite differ-
ent. The city of Morava is no longer referred to in the 
historical sources, though archaeological finds confirm 
the survival of the settlement during the 12th century.26 
22 Ioannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum, 409.
23 Annalista Saxo, 692; Динић, Браничево, 92; Антоновић, Етнич-
ка кретања, 76–78; Узелац, Скитски разбојници, 59–74.
24 For more on the events cf. Diaconu, Les Petchénègues, 41; Анто-
новић, Етничка кретања, 74–76; Узелац, Скитски разбојници, 
64–74; Калић-Мијушковић, Београд у средњем веку, 40–43; ИСН 
I, 190–192 (С. Ћирковић).
25 Nicephori Bryennii Historiarum libri quattuor, 211.
26 Bikić, Context, Character and Typology, 90.
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On the other hand, the city of Braničevo, alongside 
Belgrade, grew into the most important Byzantine 
stronghold on the Danube. The first to note it as such 
was Anna Komnene in her Alexiad. She writes how her 
father, Emperor Alexios I, marshalled an army at the 
news of the Cuman invasion in 1114 and deployed it ‘at 
Philippopolis, a place called Petrich and Triadica, and 
to the theme of Niš up to Braničevo on the Danube’.27 
Frequent Byzantine-Hungarian conflict on the Danu-
bian border in the 12th century threw the importance 
of the stronghold into sharp relief.28 The first of these 
wars lasted from 1127 to 1129, and although its true 
cause was Byzantine support to the Hungarian pre-
tender Almos, King Stephen II of Hungary began hos-
tilities using as his excuse the fact that Hungarian mer-
chants had received rough treatment from the citizens 
of Braničevo. The heaviest fighting was on the Danube, 
around Braničevo, and Byzantine emperor John II 
Komnenos himself stayed in the city twice during the 
war and made some additional fortification works in it. 
The Hungarians succeeded in taking the city briefly in 
between the emperor’s two stays, and the peace agree-
ment itself was signed on an island on the Danube op-
posite Braničevo.29
Emperor Manuel I Komnenos (1143–1180) also spent 
some time in Braničevo during his clashes with the 
Hungarians. He came to the city in 1151, after a vic-
torious campaign in Srem, and organised raids from 
there into Hungarian areas around the Timiş River, 
and subsequently turned to fortifying the ‘Danubian 
cities’, most certainly Belgrade, and also Braničevo. He 
remained in the area the next year, 1152, in the desire 
to deter new Hungarian forays into the ‘Danubian cit-
ies’, but the events of 1153 and 1154 proved exceedingly 
troublesome to him. It was at that time that his cousin 
Andronikos Komnenos, who had been made doux of 
Belgrade, Braničevo and Niš by the emperor, conspired 
against him to seize imperial authority and sought help 
from King Geza II of Hungary, promising to give him 
the cities he ruled over in return. This led to a Hun-
garian siege of Braničevo and the city dwellers were 
forced to organise their own defence before the em-
peror arrived with his army, beat back the Hungarians 
27 Annae Comnenae Alexias, XIV, 8.1.
28 Cf. Динић, Браничево, 93–94; Калић-Мијушковић, Београд у 
средњем веку, 45–58.
29 Ioannis Cinnami Epitomae, 9–13; Nicetae Choniatae Historia, 
17–18; Scriptores rerum hungaricarum I, 439–442; ВИИНЈ IV, 6–17, 
117–119 (Ј. Калић).
and once again restored order in the region.30 There 
were new Byzantine-Hungarian clashes on the Danube 
border from 1162 to 1167, when the Empire interfered 
in the dynastic conflicts in Hungary. However, most of 
these took place in Belgrade, Zemun and Srem, while 
Braničevo served mostly as a base for attacks on the 
neighbouring Hungarian Hram and additional forays 
towards the northwest, although the city did see its 
ramparts reinforced during these clashes.31
Evidently, Byzantine emperors resorted to additional 
construction works in and fortification of Braničevo 
on several occasions during the 12th century due to 
their clashes with the Hungarians on the Danube bor-
der. It was during these very fortification efforts that 
the Braničevo fortress was expanded through the con-
struction of the so-called Great City, and there was also 
contemporaneous development of the suburbs at the 
Rudine and Svetinja sites.32 Niketas Choniates’ records 
about the Hungarian merchants who were assaulted in 
the city in 1127 testify that at that time Braničevo was 
not only an important military stronghold, but an eco-
nomic hub, as confirmed by the finds of a large amount 
of money, with the oldest coins having been minted 
at the time of Emperor John II Komnenos. There are 
also records of the Crusaders of the Second Crusade, 
led by the French King Louis VII, changing money in 
Braničevo upon entering Byzantine territory.33 How-
ever, the frequent bouts of war inevitably affected the 
economic development of the city. When the above-
mentioned Crusaders arrived there in 1147, Braničevo 
struck them as ‘a poor city’ (in Brondusio, paupere civi-
tate), whose population was stripping the ships in which 
the German Crusaders of King Conrad III had crossed 
the Danube earlier to use as firewood and to build their 
homes, while the French king’s crusading army had to 
buy food from the neighbouring Hungarian territory.34 
It was at Braničevo (Brandiz) that the troops of Henry 
the Lion, Duke of Bavaria and Saxony, set foot on Byz-
antine soil in 1172 after navigating the Danube.35
30 Ioannis Cinnami Epitomae, 113–121, 124–127, 130–134; Nicetae 
Choniatae Historia, 100–102; ВИИНЈ IV, 39–55, 127–130.
31 Ioannis Cinnami Epitomae, 211–218, 221–227, 231–232, 235–249, 
257–263, 270–274; Nicetae Choniatae Historia, 126–128, 132–136, 
151–158; ВИИНЈ IV, 60–101, 130–143.
32 Поповић, Иванишевић, Град Браничево, 132–166; Спасић-Ђу-
рић, Археолошка истраживања Браничева, passim.
33 Odo de Deogilo, 63.
34 Ibidem; Коматина И., Срби на путу крсташа, 68–70.
35 Arnoldi Abbatis Lubecensis Chronica, 117–118; Узелац, Помора-
вље у другој половини ΧΙΙ века, 99.
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The last Hungarian-Byzantine war on the Danube bor-
der began in 1182, when King Bela III of Hungary 
(1172–1196) attacked Belgrade and Braničevo. Amid 
an overthrow in Constantinople, as imperial pow-
er passed into the hands of Andronikos Komnenos 
(1183–1185), formerly, doux of Belgrade, Braničevo 
and Niš, the imperial generals did not manage to stop 
the progress of the Hungarian king, who, allied with 
the Serbian Grand Župan Stefan Nemanja, got as far 
as Niš and Serdica.36 However, the new emperor, Isaac 
II Angelos (1185–1195), made peace with the Hungar-
ian king immediately upon acceding to the throne and 
married his daughter Margaret, and the Hungarian 
king turned over, ostensibly as a dowry, the territories 
he had conquered – Belgrade and Braničevo.37 The 
Crusaders of the Third Crusade, led by Emperor Fred-
erick I Barbarossa (1152–1190), also found the city in 
Byzantine hands upon arriving there in the early days 
of July 1189. The Byzantine ‘doux of Braničevo’ (dux 
de Brandiez) met them with much mistrust, hampered 
their further progress and ordered the local populace 
nearby to attack them along the way.38
36 Nicetae Choniatae Historia, 267, 277, 281; Стефан Првовенчани, 
Сабрана дела, 36–38; ВИИНЈ IV, 150–153; Калић-Мијушковић, 
Београд у средњем веку, 56.
37 Theiner, Vetera monumenta Slavorum, 36; Калић-Мијушковић, 
Београд у средњем веку, 56–57.
38 Historia de expeditione Friderici imperatoris, 27–28.
The battles of the 1180s were only the prelude to the 
great political instability that would sweep through 
the Danube River Basin throughout most of the next 
century. The last trace of the presence of Byzantine 
rule in Braničevo is found in the 1198 charter of Em-
peror Alexios III Angelos (1195–1203) to the Vene-
tians, which lists among other provinces of the Empire 
‘the province of Niš and Braničevo’ (provincia Nisi et 
Vranisove, ἐπαρχία Νήσου καὶ Βρανιτζόβης).39 The Em-
pire itself succumbed to the assaults of the Crusaders 
in 1204 during the Fourth Crusade, and in the 13th 
century Hungary and the renewed Bulgarian Empire 
would vie for dominion over the Danube River Basin. 
In these clashes, Braničevo, like Belgrade, would often 
change hands, but the exact chronology of the events 
is not always easy to establish.40 Only in 1292 would 
the Serbian kings Stefan Dragutin and Stefan Uroš II 
establish stable political power over Braničevo and its 
outskirts, incorporating the area into the Serbian state 
permanently.41 That very time saw the final razing of 
the city of Braničevo, after which the city of Ždrelo, in 
the mountainous area around the upper course of the 
Mlava River, assumed the role of capital of the land of 
Braničevo.42
39 Urkunden zur älteren Handels I, 261, 278.
40 Динић, Браничево, 95–96; Узелац, Под сенком пса, 117–120.
41 Динић, Браничево, 96–97; Узелац, Под сенком пса, 204–210.
42 Поповић, Иванишевић, Град Браничево, 168.
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Chronology
527–565 Reign of Emperor Justinian I.
527–530 First incursions by Slavic tribes from the lower 
Danube into Thrace.
548 Slavic tribes from Pannonia cross the Danube 
and ravage the central parts of the Balkan Pen-
insula.
From mid-6th century, forays of Slavs into the 
Balkan Peninsula become more frequent.
582 Avars seize Sirmium.
582–602 Reign of Emperor Maurice. Last attempts at 
defending the northern border of the Empire 
from Avar and Slav assaults.
626 Avars and Slavs lay siege to Constantinople. 
634 Serbs and Croats arrive at the invitation of Em-
peror Heraclius (610–641) to fight as allies of 
Byzantium against the Avars; in return, they are 
allowed to settle in Illyricum. 
680 Bulgarians under Khan Asparuh settle east of 
the Danube.
c. 780–800 Reign of Serbian Prince Višeslav.
c. 800–820 Reign of Serbian Prince Prosigoj.
c. 850 Battles with Bulgarians successfully led by 
Prince Vlastimir, and, in later years, by his sons 
Mutimir, Strojimir and Gojnik.
c. 820–851 Reign of Serbian Prince Vlastimir.
851–891 Reign of Serbian Prince Mutimir.
867–886 Reign of Emperor Basil I.
854 Bulgarian Khan Boris attacks Serbia again. Af-
ter the conclusion of peace, prisoners of war 
exchanged at Ras, when the place is first men-
tioned as a settlement or fort. 
Between 867 
and 874
Conversion to Christianity of the Serbian rul-
ing families from the ecclesiastical centres on 
the Adriatic coast. Serbian princes accept the 
supreme power of the emperor. 
892–917 Reign of Serbian Prince Petar Gojniković.
913–959 Reign of Emperor Constantine VII Porphyro-
gennetos. 
c. 926 Temporary occupation of Serbia, until 927, by 
the Bulgarian army led by Tsar Simeon. 
c. 933–c. 950 Reign of Prince Časlav.
c. 950 Dubrovnik diocese elevated to archdiocese, 
with jurisdiction over the regions of Serbia, 
Travunia and Zachlumia.
1018 Byzantine Emperor Basil II establishes the 
Catepanate of Bulgaria and Theme of Serbia, 
following the collapse of the Bulgarian Empire.
1019–1020 Byzantine Emperor Basil II designates the ter-
ritorial size of the Archbishopric of Ohrid, also 
comprising the Bishopric of Ras.
1039–1042 Prince Vojislav seizes control of Serbia and Dio-
cleia, and subsequently of Travunia and Zach-
lumia.
1064 Hungarians seize Byzantine Belgrade.
1072 Aborted uprising against Byzantine rule in the 
theme of Bulgaria. The rebels proclaim Kon-
stantin Bodin, son of Prince Mihailo of Dio-
cleia, Tsar of Bulgaria.
1077 King Mihailo of Diocleia seeks the papal flag 
from Pope Gregory VII.
c. 1085 King Bodin of Diocleia seizes the region of Ras 
and appoints Vukan and Marko to govern it.
1089 Diocese of Bar elevated to the status of an arch-
diocese.
1094 Meeting of Emperor Alexios Komnenos and 
Raška Župan Vukan.
1096 The Crusader army passes through the territory 
of present-day Serbia, taking the military route 
from Belgrade, through Niš and Sofia, to Con-
stantinople, while one part of the army makes 
its way along the roads towards the Adriatic 
coast. 
1118–1143 Reign of Emperor John II Komnenos.
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c. 1122 Emperor John Komnenos conquers Ras.
1127 During the Byzantine-Hungarian war, Serbs 
seize the fortress of Ras. Grand Župan Uroš I 
marries his daughter Jelena to the Hungarian 
heir and future king, Bela the Blind. 
1129 The Byzantine army conquers Ras. Grand 
Župan Uroš I recognises the emperor’s supreme 
authority, and pledges to supply military forces.
1143–1180 Reign of Emperor Manuel I Komnenos.
1147 Two large Crusader armies, led by German Em-
peror Konrad III and French King Louis VII, 
pass through Serbia, following the old military 
road from Belgrade through Niš and Sofia to 
Constantinople.
1166–1196 Reign of Grand Župan Stefan Nemanja.
1172 Stefan Nemanja’s attempt to renege on his al-
legiance to Byzantine authority. Emperor Ma-
nuel I Komnenos enters Raška and the defeated 
Grand Župan marches in the emperor’s trium-
phal procession in Constantinople.
1180–1183 Reign of Emperor Alexios II Komnenos; after his 
assassination Stefan Nemanja refuses to recog-
nise the new emperor Andronikos I Komnenos 
and sets out to conquer the Byzantine regions.
1185–1195 Reign of Emperor Isaac II Angelos.
1189 During the third passage of the Crusaders through 
Serbia, Stefan Nemanja and Friedrich Barbarossa 
meet at Niš and discuss forming an alliance. 
1191 In a battle on the South Morava River, the Ser-
bian army suffers defeat by the Byzantines. Ne-
manja returns a small part of the territories he 
seized to the Byzantine emperor, and marries 
his middle son and heir apparent, Stefan, to the 
emperor’s niece, Eudokia. 
c. 1191 Rastko Nemanjić goes to Mount Athos, takes 
monastic vows and becomes known as the 
monk, Sava.
1195–1203 Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.
1196 Stefan Nemanja abdicates in favour of Stefan, 
now a nephew-in-law of the Byzantine emperor, 
and withdraws to the Monastery of Studenica as 
the monk Simeon, and subsequently to Mount 
Athos, the following year, where he stays until 
his death in 1199.
1198 The monks Simeon and Sava reconstruct the 
Hilandar monastery on Mount Athos.
1204 Fourth Crusade, the Crusaders sack Constan-
tinople and divide the Byzantine Empire.
1204–1261 Empire of Nicaea. The house of Nemanjić con-
siders it to be the successor to the old Byzan-
tium.
1204–1221 Reign of Nicaean Emperor Theodore I Laskaris. 
1217 Coronation of Stefan Nemanjić as the first 
crowned king ‘of all the Serbian and maritime 
lands’ – by means of a legacy sent to him by 
Pope Honorius III.
1219 The consecration of Archimandrite Sava Nemanjić 
as the first Serbian archbishop ‘of all Serbian and 
maritime lands’ in Nicaea; the Ecumenical Patri-
arch and the Council in Nicaea give the Serbian 
Archbishopric the right to autocephaly. The Mon-
astery of Žiča becomes the seat of the archbishop 
and the coronation church.
1236 Archbishop Sava (Nemanjić) dies in the Bul-
garian town of Trnovo; the following year, his 
remains are transferred to the Monastery of 
Mileševa.
1243–1276 Reign of King Stefan Uroš I.
1259–1282 Reign of Michael VIII Palaiologos.
1261 Restoration of the Byzantine Empire at Con-
stantinople.
1274 King Uroš rejects the Union of Lyon.
1276–1282 Reign of King Stefan Dragutin.
1282–1328 Reign of Andronikos II Palaiologos.
1282 At the Council of Deževo, King Dragutin abdi-
cates in favour of his brother, Milutin, and re-
ceives his own, separate lands. The same year, the 
Serbs launch an attack on Byzantium and take 
Skopje, Polog, Ovče Polje and areas around the 
Bregalnica River. The following year they ad-
vance to the Aegean Sea.
1282–1321 Reign of Stefan Uroš II Milutin. 
c. 1291 Kuman–Tartar invasion of Serbia; Žiča is 
burned down. The seat of the Serbian Archbish-
opric is moved to Peć.
1298–1299 Byzantine-Serbian negotiations. Peace conclud-
ed in 1299, and strengthened by the marriage 
between King Milutin and Simonida, the daugh-
ter of the emperor, Andronikus II Palaiologos. 
Milutin’s conquests till then, the most important 
among them, northern Macedonia with Skopje, 
are recognised in the form of a dowry.  
1314 King Milutin captures, nearly blinds and exiles 
his son Stefan Dečanski because of the latter’s 
revolt against his authority. Stefan with his sons 
spends nearly seven years in Constantinople. 
1321–1331 Reign of Stefan Uroš III Dečanski.
1324–1337 Administration of Serbian Archbishop Danilo II.
1328–1341 Reign of Andronikos III Palaiologos.
1330 Battle of Velbuzhd – victory of the Serbian 
army led by Stefan Dečanski over Bulgarian 
Tsar Michael.  Stefan Dušan, the young king, 
demonstrates great courage in battle.
1331–1355 Reign of King Stefan Dušan.
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1334 King Dušan conquers regions in central Mac-
edonia, including Ohrid and Prilep. 
1341–1354 Civil war in Byzantium, between the regents of 
the under-aged Jovan V Palaiologos, and John 
Kantakouzenos, who proclaims himself emper-
or and protector of the Palaiologoi. 
1341–1391 Reign of John V Palaiologos.
1342 Alliance between John Kantakouzenos and 
King Dušan. The king’s conquests in south-
western Macedonia and northern Epiros.
1343 Alliance of regents with King Stefan Dušan, 
who, from that time, in his traditional title of 
ruler ‘of all the Serbian and maritime lands’, 
adds ‘of the Greek lands’.
1345 King Dušan seizes control of Serres, south-east-
ern Macedonia and the Holy Mount.
End of 1345 / 
beginning of 
1346
King Dušan proclaims himself as the emperor 
of Serbia and part of the Byzantine Empire; he 
most often uses the title ‘vasilevs and autokra-
tor of Serbia and Romania’ (in Greek) and ‘em-
peror of the Serbs and Greeks’ (in the Serbian 
language).
1346 Imperial coronation of Stefan Dušan in Skopje. 
The Serbian Church is elevated to the status of 
a patriarchate, and Archbishop Joanikije is con-
secrated as the first Serbian patriarch. 
1347–1354 Reign of John VI Kantakouzenos. 
1347 Emperor Dušan takes control of Epiros.
1348 Emperor Dušan takes control of Thessaly.
1349 Dušan’s Code proclaimed at a state assembly in 
Skopje. (The Code is later amended and pro-
claimed at an assembly in Serres in 1354).
1352 Constantinopolitan Patriarch Kallistos and the 
Synod pronounce an anathema against Emper-
or Dušan and Patriarch Joanikije and the Serbi-
an bishops (the so-called Kallistos’ Anathema) 
because of Dušan’s coronation as Byzantine Em-
peror and the raising of the Serbian Church to 
the status of a patriarchate.
1352 The Battle at Demotika, in which Emperor John 
VI Kantakouzenos and the Turks defeat the 
supporters of John V Palaiologos, the Serbs and 
the Bulgarians.
1354 Turks seize the city of Gallipoli, and establish 
their first stronghold in Europe.
1355 Emperor Dušan dies of unknown causes. The 
dissolution of his state soon leads to an epoch 
of internecine conflicts among the numerous 
regional overlords.
1355–1371 Reign of Emperor Stefan Uroš.
1365 Vukašin Mrnjavčević receives the title of king 
and becomes the co-ruler of Emperor Uroš.
1371 Battle of the Maritsa, King Vukašin  and Despot 
Uglješa Mrnjavčević are killed. Vukašin’s son, 
Marko, until then the ‘young king’, gains the title 
of king. With the death of the emperor Uroš, the 
male line of the Nemanjić family is extinguished.
1372–1389 Reign of Prince Lazar Hrebeljanović.
1375 Reconciliation of the Serbian and the Byzantine 
churches. The Ecumenical Patriarchate pardons 
Dušan, Uroš, Joanikije and the bishops, the Peć 
archbishop’s title of patriarch is recognised in 
internal communication, and Dušan’s title of the 
emperor of Serbia is posthumously recognised. 
1376–1379 Reign of Andronikos IV Palaiologos.
1377 The Bosnian ban Tvrtko I Kotromanić is 
crowned as the king of the Serbs, Bosnia, the 
Pomorje (maritime) and western lands.
1389 Battle of Kosovo, the death of Prince Lazar and 
Sultan Murat.
1391–1425 Reign of Manuel II Palaiologos
1402 The Battle of Angora, in which Stefan Lazarević 
wages war as the vassal of Sultan Bayazit. On 
his return from the battlefield, in Constan-
tinople the Byzantine emperor awards him the 
highest title, that of ‘despot’.
1402–1427 Reign of Despot Stefan Lazarević.
1403–1404 Belgrade becomes the capital of the Serbian 
state (till 1427).
1408 Despot Stefan Lazarević is awarded the title of 
Knight of the Order of the Dragon, established 
by Hungarian King Szigismund.
1425–1448 Reign of John VIII Palaiologos.
1428–1430 The building of Smederevo, the new capital of 
the Serbian state.
1439 Despot Đurađ rejects the Florentine Union. 
Smederevo falls the first time.
1440 First Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hun-
gary).
1449–1453 Reign of Constantine XI Dragases Palaiologos.
1453 Turks seize Constantinople. On 29th May, Sultan 
Mehmed II makes a ceremonial entry into the 
city, which becomes the capital of the Ottoman 
Empire – Istanbul.
1455 Turks seize Novo Brdo.
1456 Second Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hun-
gary).
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